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New law helps put crime victims first

With criminal data centralized, Georgia can create an automated victim notification system.

By Melvin Hewitt

I would like to take this
opportunity to applaud Gov.
Brian Kemp’s support of crime
victims by signing SB 441, the
Criminal Record Responsibility
Act (CRRA), into law on April
27, 2022 — during the middle of
Crime Victims’ Rights Week. By
passing this bill, Georgia is put-
ting victims first in the criminal
justice process.

I believe I have at least some
unique insights into the plight
of victims of violent crimes,
based not only on my involve-
ment with
the Marsy’s
Law for Geor-
gia Advisory
Board but as
co-chair of the
National Cen-
ter for Victims
of Crime and
on other vic-
tim-centered
boards, such as the Crime Vic-
tim Advocacy Council, Atlanta
Victim Assistance and the
National Crime Victim Bar
Association.

Too often, victims or their
families are re-traumatized
by the justice system that is
meant to serve them. After an
individual or group of individ-
uals have suffered a violent
crime, the last thing they need
is to have a surprise encoun-
ter with the perpetrator out
on bond or miss a court pro-
ceeding because they were
not properly notified. Based
on the Georgia Crime Victims
Bill of Rights (Marsy’s Law),
which passed overwhelmingly
in Georgia in 2018, victims in
Georgia now have the legal
right to be notified — that has
not always happened.

The CRRA is vital in changing
the infrastructure of how crim-
inal data is both collected and
entered across the state. Now
that Gov. Kemp has signed this
bill into law, the goal is to revo-
lutionize how victims are noti-
fied with essential — and poten-
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Georgia’s Criminal Record Responsibility Act, enacted in April, is vital in changing the infrastructure
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tially life-saving — information.
Georgia’s criminal justice
system is one of the most com-
plex in America with local,
state and federal government
entities involved in the pro-
cess across 159 counties and
jurisdictions. This bill would
require that each of these enti-
ties and county court systems
enter criminal justice data into
the Georgia Criminal Infor-
mation Center (GCIC) expedi-
tiously and comprehensively.
Think of the implications of
having complete and current

information in a central data-
base for every judge, police
officer, employer or landlord
to access. No longer would

a judge or law enforcement
officer set an offender free
because they did not have a
complete background or crimi-
nal history.

Or, on the flip side, a per-
son would not be turned away
from potential employment or
housing due to inaccurate, out-
of-date or incomplete court
records.

With recent tragic events

occurring in Georgia and
across the country, think of the
lives that could be saved if gun
retailers had accurate criminal
histories available before mak-
ing a sale that could potentially
turn deadly.

How would the CRRA help
victims? With all the state’s
criminal data centralized, we
would be able to create an
automated victim notifica-
tion (AVN) system that would
deliver accurate and timely
information to victims.

Presently, most victim noti-

fications are sent by some-

one in each county’s court sys-
tem — leaving a wide margin
for human error. With court
cases currently backlogged due
to COVID-19, think of how an
overworked clerk could easily
and understandably miss send-
ing an important notification of
a prisoner’s release or a court
proceeding change, both of
which could impact the victim
related to that case.

Not everyone’s case will
be as high-profile as Ahmaud
Arbery’s. In the latest proceed-
ing, Arbery’s mother Wanda
Cooper Jones and family were
able to deliver statements to
the state courts recommend-
ing sentences for life in prison,
and to the federal judges,
resulting in the rejection of the
defendants’ plea bargain.

In many cases, court dates
change at the last minute, leav-
ing victims scrambling to make
it on time or end up missing it
altogether and denying their
right to make similar state-
ments as the Arbery family.

With an AVN in place, vic-
tims throughout Georgia would
be able to receive proper and
timely notifications no matter
what jurisdiction they reside in
and where their case is being
presided over.

I would also like to thank
and am also grateful to Lt. Gov.
Geoff Duncan for his efforts
in working with Marsy’s Law
for Georgia to draft the CRRA
bill and for the bipartisan sup-
port from all 56 state senators,
the Georgia General Assem-
bly and Gov. Kemp. This law is
a crucial step toward the prog-
ress of reforming and modern-
izing the Georgia criminal jus-
tice system.

Our victims and their families
suffer enough and deserve to be
heard — they deserve justice.

Melvin Hewitt is a partner at the
law firm Isenberg & Hewitt, PC.,
aMarsy’s Law Advisory Board
member and a criminal victims
rights advocate.
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READERS WRITE

Taxpayers deserve break, not student borrowers

Regarding Nedra Rhone’s opinion piece in the July 31 AJC,
“Georgia’s student loan borrowers deserve break,” the people
who “deserve” a break are the taxpayers on whose backs and
pocketbooks any student loan forgiveness will fall.

Ms. Rhone knows that there is no free lunch. Why, in all fair-
ness, should the men and women who clean the dorms, bath-
rooms and classrooms at the 11 universities in Georgia represented
on the recent lobbying trip to Washington, D.C., pay for this debt,
which was willingly and contractually agreed to by the students
involved?

Don’t those working folks “deserve” to keep their own hard-
earned money? If you’re not going to pay it back, don’t agree to a
loan in the first place.

Get a job like many of us did.

TERRY DEMPSEY, GRAYSON

Committee hearings show Trump unfit for office

The Jan. 6 committee investigating the insurrection at the Capi-
tol accomplished something the Republican establishment could
not for fear of alienating Trump supporters.

The committee made Trump an unacceptable candidate for
president in 2024. Trump does not know it yet, but he will soon
when candidates he supports lose in the November midterm elec-
tions. He will read the writing on the wall, scripted by the Jan. 6
committee.

Trump accomplished so many things during his presidency but
destroyed his legacy just to satisfy his ego. The Jan. 6 commit-
tee proved, if nothing else, that then-President Trump could have
stopped the insurrection but did not.

Therefore, other Republican candidates can now run for presi-
dent with impunity in 2024.
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Letterstothe editor must be nolongerthan 165 words and must include
adaytime phone number for verification. Letters will be edited for length
and clarity and may be published in both print and digital formats. Emailed
submissions are strongly preferred, with letters pasted into the body of an
email. Volume of submissions prevents us from acknowledging receipt of
letters. Please email yours to: letters@ajc.com.

About the Opinion page: The AJC recognizes the diversity and
differences of opinion among our readership, and we strive to
accommodate this reality by regularly offering insights that point toward
solutions for problems facing us today. Part of this work is regularly
offering both conservative and liberal opinion voices as well. And we
recognize the variety of opinions even within the same side of the political
aisle, and hope you do too. For example, some of our liberal writers have
been critical of the Clintons or former President Barack Obama — much
as some of our conservative columnists have taken to task former
President Donald Trump. We will continue looking at how best to bring you
avariety of viewpoints on President Joe Biden’s administration because
we recognize the importance of balance on our Opinion pages — both
between and within conservative and liberal ranks.



